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FOURTEENTH ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
(Continued from our last.) 


His Excellency, Baron Gerning, Envoy from his Serene Highness 
the Prince of Hesse Homburg, on moving the Thanks to the Trea- 
surer, spoke as follows :— 

“am very happy to find myself in such an honourable Sorie- 
ty, which, animated by truly Christian patriotism and pbilanthro- 
py, has the great object of dispensing the Holy Scriptures, in 
their original purity, to every part of the world. 

“T also cannot but avail myself of this opportunity to express, 
in the name of my German brethren in general, and more espe- 
cially in that of the Bible Society at Frankfort on the Main, (my 
native town,) their most cordial thanks for the essential aid, the 
interestiag communications, and kind instructions, they have de- 
rived from the excelleat British Parent Institution.” 


Sir Thomas Dyke Acland, Bart. M. P. 
“My Lorp, 

“ If the illustrious stranger, ne longer a stranger, (he will, I hope, 
allow us to call him a Brother among us,) felt the want of words 
to express his sentiments, on this occasion, before an English as- 
oulk , | am quite sure he showed that he did not want a heart 
to beat warmly with ours in this sacred cause ; and 7 trust he 
will have felt that we do sympathize as warmly in all his joys, and 
all his interests. 

“ But the purpose for which I now appear, my Lord, to address 
you, is one that is always gratifying, because it implies'a strong 
and steadfast attachment to the sacred cause which we are met 
here to commemorate and -promote. And, my Lord, it is pecu- 
liarly gratifying to express that attachment, by means of this ac- 
knowledgment, either to persons of high rank, or any of those of- 
ficers and meritorious persons who take our work in their hands, 
§ and by whom, through the blessing of Ged, it is so well prosecut- 
ed. There are none present whose public feeling, on this occa- 
sion, will not warm at the recollection of how much we have owed 
to him who was the first Treasurer of this Institution. “And I know 
not that I can say more, than that all of us, who knew that excel- 
lent gentleman, do anticipate that his successor will pursue the 
same excellent course ; and we trust he will be long continued to 
enjoy the sacred satisfaction of keeping the treasures of this So- 
ciety. I am persuaded that Gentleman must feel the greatest 
pleasure, in the first instance, in receiving the collective fruits of se 
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much charity, and afterward, in distributing them with as large 
hand as that with which they have been given. 


[Sir Thomas Acland then adverted to that article of the Report 
which stated the grant of 50001. to the Catholic Professor, Leander 
Van Ess, to promote the distribution of the Scriptures, as affording 
him peculiar gratification ; and proceeded as follows :] 


“If there be any persons who, from principle, as well as from 
prejudice, might be supposed to have entertained a misconception 
of, or a disinclination to, the views-of this Society, it must be that 
body with which that enlightened Professor was connected, among 
whom you have distributed so munificent a gift. And therefore, 
when they who, above all others, attribute the greatest authority 
to the ministration of the priesthood, are content to unite with 
their Protestant brethren upon the broad basis of Christianity, 
and say, ‘ We will distribute the Bible, and the Bible alone, to. 
gether with you,’ they hereby put their seal to the course which 
this Society professes totake. Whether for the guidance of ow 
own proceedings, or for doing away the opposition that from time 
to time is excited against us, there 1s nothing more important than 
to bear in mind, that the object of the Society is not to take any 
share in giving instruction; but it is to supply the basis, the only 
unobjectionable basis, of all instruction, to every creature. It is, 
as stated in your Report, to give that Book which is the on) 
ground-work, and the only rule, of the Christian ministration ; and 
therefore, F cannot see why, as long as the members do not trans- 
gress the limits they have prescribed to themselves, any Christian 
inipistry in the world should not receive that ground-work with 
thankfulness at their hands.” 


[After adariety. of remarks, illustrating the unexceptionable nc- 
‘ure of this principle, as furnishing the seed to the agriculturist, anc 
the materials for the builder, without presuming to dictate how the on: 
should sow, or the other should build, Sir Thomas concluded ly 
urging. the importance of adhering strictly to this limitation ; for ‘) 
it were transgressed, their principles would be infringed, their bout 
of union dissolved, and their charter would be lost for ever.] 


~ Jokn Thornton, E3q., Treasurer. 
* Gratified, as I must naturally be, by the vote of thanks which 
you have just ope I am_stillsmore gratified, in consequence 0! 


the mode in which those thanks were conveyed. It was, indeed, in 


my friend, who seconded that vote of thanks, a kind consideration 
of my feelings, when he diverted your attention from the individu: 
al who now addresses you, to him who was your former Treasurer: 
it is indeed gratifying, in such an assembly as this, to have the 
memory of that beloved and revered individual recalled to ov! 
recollection. And if, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer has thi 
day observed, it be permitted to those who have departed frow 
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this scene of exertion and of suffering, to look down upon works 
of benevolence and charity, and to be present, in spirit, at Meet- 
ings like this, confident am I, that the spirit of our late Treasurer 
is now partaking in our joys. But, my Lerd, I turn from a sub- 
ject so painful, though pleasingly painful to myself, te that which 
more purest belongs to me, as his representative and successor. 
And here my Friend has anticipated, in sonte degree, what I have 
now the pleasure of communicating to you, that the finances of 
this great Society, instead of declining, as might have been ex- 
pected, have exceeded those of the preceding year in the amount 
of more than 6000/. There is one other circumstance which it 
is gratifying to me to reflect upon, that the profits of our Sales are 
diminishing. ‘This I consider as an indéx of the degree in which 
eur own country is already supplied by the Society. 


[Mr. Thornton then proceeded to remark on the simplicity and 
comprehensiveness of the Institution ;—adverting to the latter, he con- 
tinued as follows 7} 


“My Lord, it is not merely with regard to geographical space, 
but I consider, also, as a topic of gratifying and useful reflection, 
its comprehensiveness, as it embraces all classes and descriptions 
of men. The Bible Society comprehends all, and excludes none. 
When I see an audience like the ptesent, comprehending persons 
of the most polished minds, and the deepest erudition; when I 
consider how much of piety, of learning, and of understanding, is 
inclosed within these walls; and when I consider, at the same 
time, that possibly among the Don Cossacks, there may be at 
this time a Bible Society meeting, I am struck with the compre- 
hensiveness of this Institution, as it respects the matter of intellect, 
through all its gradations of strength and cultivation. 

“My Lord, there is one otlier thought, which is; the compre- 
hensiveness of the Bible Society, as it regards time. Iam one of 
those who am inclined to hope that the British and Foreign Bible 
Society will endure as long as the. world endures: yet, my Lord, 
when i reftect that all things upon this earth are transitory ; when 
Treflect how the most noble structures are fallen to decay, I am 
sure we all feel the possibility, that even this Society may be at 
jast extinct, that the glory of Britain may pass away, 

‘ And, like the baseless fabric of « vision, 
* Leave not a wreck behind.’ 

Possible it is, though not greatly probable. Now, your Report 
tells you, that more than two millions of Bibles and Testaments 
liave been already distributed in the world: and here, my Lord, f 
take my stand, when I speak of the comprehensiveness of the Bi- 
ble Society, as it regards the idea of time and daration. I say, 


| that while these Bibles exist, and after they cease to exist, the 


principles they have been the means of imparting to the hearts of 
the generations of mankind, will, to the end of time, amidst all 
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opposition, call forth the thanks of millions of the human race ty 
the Almighty, for the blessings of the Bible.” 


The Lord Bishop of Derry. 


* It would be quite unnecessary for me to say one word to pro. 
cure the unanimous approbation of the motion which I shall now 
have the honour to mais That the thanks of the Meeting be giver 
to the Secretaries,” &c. 


William Wilberforce, Esq. M.P. 
** My Lorn, 

“T need not say that I rise with the most sincere disposition 
join in the sentiment which is expressed by the motion you hav 
just now heard. It is delightful, upon this Anniversary, to come 
forward and meet again our old friends, and to find that we are 
continually receiving fresh accounts of new triumphs, bloodles 
triumphs, as they have been called, which only tend to increase 
the comfort and happiness of all mankind, from the greatest to 
the least, 

“1 am sure the persons who are the objects of this vote deserve, 
in a high degree, the thanks they are now to receive. For my- 
self, however fortunate and honoured I esteem myself, in having 
been, from the first, a member of this Institution, 1 am obliged to 
confess, that other far less pleasing occupations have prevented my 
rendering it the assistance I could have wished. It is nothing tu 
come and celebrate the harvest home ; the toil and the merit be- 
long to those who, by painful exertions, and through various dis- 
couragements, prepare the triumphs of these festive Anniversarie: 
It is delightful to see my friend behind me looking as fresh as a 
the beginning of his labours; and another friend, whom I dearly 
love, though retaining still somhe traces of his illness, yet coming 
with a heart as Tae and unbroken as ever, testifying his willing- 
ness to renew his labours, and to continue them to the end. |! 
ever there was a service in which it is an honour to be engaged, it 
is that which we are now prosecuting. When I consider all the 
various degrees and kinds of good which it tends to produce, they 

are indeed innumerable in their multitude, and immeasurable iu 
their extent; and we are sometimes apt, from the very magnitude 
and the vastness of the dimensions of this prodigious work, to be 
not sufficiently conscious of the real benefits that are produced by 
it. It was, therefore, with dejight, that, after contemplating the 
objects of this Society, on a large scale, I was conducted, by ove 
avho lately spoke, to the interior of an Iceland cottage, and ther’ 
found how the loneliness and solitude of a long evening were cheer 
ed.by the instructions of a Bible, the gift of which showed that re- 
tnote but interesting people, that there were those who loved 
them, and felt for them, in this Island. It is delightful to see the 
iwhabitants of all the different climates come with their offerings 
apd willingly present them, as the very effect of their receiving 1 
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struction and benefit themselves; an effect which always produces 
a desire to communicate the happiness received. 

“My Lord; we may, undoubtedly, with more confidence, and 
with the greater satisfaction, continue our exertions in this good 
cause, when we consider that it is not our own wisdom in which we 
exult, but that it is the wisdom of Him who cannot err, and that 
we are proceeding ina path marked out for us by an almighty hand. 


Every thing of human production, we know, takes some taint of ~ 


corruption and imperfection ; but this great eause carries with it 
all the traces of a high origin, and shows, by its own native digni- 
ty, that it is derived from heaven. We find that there is this great 
uifference, too, between the good we do in this Society, and every 
other service of a benevolent kind, in which we are individually 
engaged. We do good in different ways, and in different situa- 
tions, and apply ourselves, as occasions recur, to the different evils 
that afflict mankind during the course of our existence; but here 
we have the true panacea: here we are giving, as it were, the 
seminal principle of all good, ahd are promoting every kind and 


_ form of benefit that can accrue to man, either here or hereafter. 


And I cannot doubt, for my own part, that this is a work in which 
not only we, but, as was said by the dearfriend who preceded me, 
the spirits above, will take theif part also: the pat thing L-ob- 
jected to in the statement of my friend, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, was, that he made this engagement to depend upon an #/. 
My ‘Lord, there is no if in the case: we are assured, in Holy Writ, 
that the angels of God rejoice over the conversion of a single 
sinner; how, then, can we doubt whether those happy spirits 
join in celebrating those triumphs which we here commemorate, 
and in wishing that our advantages may be co-extensive with the 
whole earth ? 

“Tt is, my Lord, the delightful, it is the never to be forgotten 
pre-eminence of our proceedings, that they tend to make men hap- 
py here, and for ever happy hereafter: and I cannot but feel this 
peculiarly in one instance, which was alladed to by some one who 
preceded me, who so well pointed out that the Royal Family had 
trodden in the steps of their venerable parent, and had endeavour- 
ed to carry into execution the wish expressed by him, that every 
individual child in his dominions might possess, and be able to 
read, the Bible. We are obliged, from circumstances, to consid- 
er that venerable personage as now in a sort of middle state,—as 
almost withdrawn from the world : but, my Lord, I have no doubt, 
when he takes his place in the upper regions, and sees the pros- 
pect opening before him, of the trrumphs that we have been achiev- 
ing, he will glory in them, and look down with delightful reflection, 
that, during the time that himself was under an eclipse the glories 
of his kingdom were augmenting, not only by the triumphs of its 


| arms, but by the grandeur and more durable victories of the Bible 


Society. 
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* My Lord, I again congratulate your Lordship, in occupying 


so long the station which you enjoy, and, I hope, you will con. 


tinue to enjoy ; till, at last, taking your station in that better world, 
changing your place, but, I hope, not your employment or com. 
pany, you may rejoice still more in the a of the Bible 

ociety, because fou will then be in a situation better able to esti. 
mate their value. 

* With regard to those three Gentlemen to whom this motion 
relates, | am sure if I were to enter at all into detail, and endeay. 
our to pay, in every degtee, the debt of gratitude I owe them, | 
ought to begin on the morning of a summer day, and yet I should 
not have finished my task by midnight. I will only say, that ther 
is something delightful in considering that these Gentlemen have 
all caught, themselves personally, the very spirit of the Society tv 
which they belong. It was supposed that the difference of thei 
religious connexions would involve them in occasional contentions; 
but no such humiliating seene has been exhibited ; all, on the con- 
trary has been peace, and love, and unity ; and we have to rejoice. 
in their instance, that they exhibit the ‘tria juncta in uno.’ Per- 
haps I am in a situation to value this sort of union more than ma- 
ny who are present. Alas! we who are far less eligibly situated in 
political life know but liftle of it; therefore | own, that to find 

ersons so insensible to the value of concord and unanimity as to 
wish to exclude it, and almost to grudge us the enjoyment of i, 
has something in it so paradoxical that I ag could not have ex- 
pected it. For my part, when I come here, I seem to breathe in 
freer aiy, and the sun enlightens me with a brighter ray. 1 feel, ir 
some degree, relieved from those associations of a worldly natur, 
and I rejoice to anticipate that day when all distinctions shall b 
done away, and we shall all praise our Heavenly Father with the 
voice of unmingled gratitude and love. 

“ Undoubtedly, my Lord, we feel that the union which prevail: 
among us is our greatest honour. And let us never, never forget 
it, in the opposition we may experience ; let us always remember, 
that the great motto of the Bible Society is that which our Sx 
viour gave to his disciples, ‘ By this shall all men know that ye ar 
my disciples, if ye have love one to another.’ 


The Rev. John Owen. 


* My Lorvs anp GentLemen, 


“The duty of acknowled ing the thanks to your Secretaries 
has devolved upon me; and if the services for which those thanks 
bave been voted were less. generally known, and less kindly ap- 
preciated than they are, I should think that I was undertaking 0! 
only a difficult, but a hazardous task, in availing myself of the firs! 
dawn of returning health to address so amgust, so interesting, 
overwhelming an assembly as the present. But, my Lords and 
Gentlemen, fourteen years of busy action in the discharge of 
office conferred upon us, not solicited by us, have given us such 4 











oT, 


a- 


British and Foreign Bible Society. 327 


place in Dg minds and your affections, that it will not require 
many (if, indeed, it require any) words, on my part, to induce 
you to believe, that what you have offered in the spirit of friend- 
ship we accept in the spirit of gratitude. JI dare not allow myself 
to be too particular in adverting to the state and the feelings of 
those whom you have been pleased to make the subjects of your 
notice ; it is, however, a topic on which it would ill become me, 
on the present occasion, to be altogether silent. 


“[ congratulate you, then, my Lords and Gentlemen, on the 


continued health and undiminished activity of your Foreign Se- 
cretary ; and sincerely do I rejoice, that his body, which seems to 
have been cast in the same mould with his spirit, shows no symp- 
toms of having suffered by the fatigues and anxieties of incessant 
occupation. For my other colleague, who appears before you in 
the aspect (I would fain hope not wholly in the condition) of areal 
invalid, I cannot contemplate his present situation without being 
forcibly reminded of what till lately was my own, Nor can I for- 
bear expressing how much it subtracted from the enjoyment of 
that health, which, after fifteen months of alternate agony and de- 
pression, was graciously restored, to see the cup of bitterness 
which had been removed from my lips,. so speedily afterward ap- 
plied to his. But He who worketh ali things after the counsel of 
his will, is incapable of acting otherwise than kindly and wisely : 
and certainly I am the last who could be excused for doubting that 
He doeth all things well. Such, then, are the circumstances of your 
Secretaries ; and whether our strength be great or small, whether 
our days are to be many or few, both the one and the other are 
engaged and devoted to the promotion of a cause fram which not 
even the conviction of our insufficiency will dispose us to retire. 
We feel our weakness; but we know also our resources: and past 
experience has taught us to believe and expect that, as our day, so 
our strength shall be. In this confidence we are willing and re- 
solved to continue ‘your servants for Jesus’ sake.’ All that we 
ask of you is to give us your confidence, and withhold from us 
your applause. Our feelings will be most gratified, and our hearts 
best secured, if you will permit us (as far as is compatible with 
the duties of our office) to be much EMPLOYED, LITTLE SEEN, AND 
LESS COMMENDED. 

“But, my Lords and Gentlemen, it may, perhaps, be expected, 
that, before I retire, I should briefly explain the grounds on which 
we justify to ourselves, to our connexions, and to the world, the 
renewal of our pledge to serve the Institution in the offices in which 
you have thought proper to place us. 

“First, then, we avow, that our regard for the object of the So- 
ciety, the dissemination of the Holy Scriptures, remains undimin- 
ished. The Bible is not a book to which those who have felt its 
power are liable, by length of time, and the vicissitudes of life, 
to grow indifferent. If we are capable of estimating its value, and 
desiring its circulation, in the vigour of health, and the cheerful- 
ness of prosperity, believe me, my Lords and Gentlemen, these 
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sentiments are not weakened by those visitations which confine v; 
to a bed of sickness, throw a gloom on every earthly object of en- 
dearment around ws, and forbid us to take an interest in any thins 
bat what may prepare us for the hour of death, and the day 0; 
judgment. 

“Our attachment to’ the principles of the Society, (as uniting in 
this object all classes of Christians,) has undergone no change, nor 
experienced any abatement. We consider these principles as 
founded in human nature, and adapted to the circumstances ani 
the purposes of human society. e trace them in al! the work: 
of creation and providence, 


‘ Where order in variety we see, 
* And where, though all things differ, al? agree.’ 


‘They are the principles of that liberal and happy constitution un 
der which it is our privilege to live: and what is more than all, 
they aré the principles of the Bible ; they are recognized by the 
eharter of our common salvation, and are inculcated by the spiri: 
of that Gospel whose work is peace, and whose end is charity. 

“The proceedings of the Society form another ground on which 
we continue to feel attached to its interests. H there be a Com- 
mitteé on whose diligence and fidelity the public may rely, (I say it 
advisedty,) it is that to whose administration the affairs of the Br- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society are annually intrusted. It is true 
that Committee is composed of fallible men: and if, in the dis- 
charge of their multifarious duties, their vigilance should b 
thought sometimes to have forsaken them, they will not be judged 
severely by those who consider that imperfection belongs to ou: 
nature ; and that even he bas been charged with sometimes {01 
getting himself, whose mind approached the nearest to perfection 
and whose immortal productions have been, for nearly three thov- 
s ars, the delight and the admiration of mankind. 

«The Reverend Seeretary from Scetland has expressed him 
self with Caledonian strength on the value of our fundamental re 
gulation, to circulate the Scriptures without Note or Comment ; ani 
the importance attached to it by the country which he represents 
and of which, 1 may say, without flattery, he is so distinguished an 
ornament. I would assure that Gentleman, in the hearing of this 
great assembly, that no language he has used, or can use, would 
be too strong to express our attachment te that fundamental regu- 
lation, and our resolution to maigtain it to the uttermost. To err 
is human; to retract an error is, I had almost said, something 
morethan human. This much, however, I will assert, that if any 
thing should appear on the face of our transactions, which does 
not approve itself to the scrupulous and honourable judgment ol 
our friends, not only in Scotland, but in any part of the empire, 
so far from evineing an obstinate adherence to any measures we 
may be thought to have erroneously adopted, we will retrace our 
steps, revise our decisions, and, if that appear expedient, even re- 
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voke and rescind them, rather than hazard the smallest infringe- 
ment of that principle of union which binds us together. In giving 
this pledge, 1 am persuaded I shall be supported by the Noble 
in the Chair, and by all who take part occasionally, or regu- 
larly, in the business of the Metropolitan Committee. If, there- 
= adherence to our principles can retgin Caledonia in our inte- 
rest, I feel convinced that we shall never lose the advantage of her 
co-operation, or the tribute of ber gold: When I speak of ca- 
operation, Iam reminded of an expression which fell from our 
Tecdet, on which I must be permitted to make a remark. In 
commenting on the Account, our Treasurer inferred, from the-di- 
minution of our Sales, that the wants of the country proportionally 
decreased. However natural, or rather plausible, such a conclu- 
sion might be, I cannot but regard it as one upon which it would 
be very unsafe to place any reliance. Such calculations have de- 
ceived us before, and may deceive us again. Weare so much ac- 
oustomed to look at what has been done, that we may be very lia- 
ble to overlook what remains to be done; as the husbandman whe 
is surrounded by his well-cultivated enclosures seldom dreams of 
those wastes which are yet out of cultivation. It is for sucty persons 
as Mr. Dudley, and his coadjuters, who visit and inquire, to re- 
port to us in what degree the British population are supplied with 
the Scriptures; and if we may judge from the discoveries which 
their zeal has brought to light, our domestic work is but in pro- 
gress; and our Auxiliary Societies and Bible Associations have 
yet ample scope left for the employment of their exertions. 

“There is, my Lords and Gentlemen, one other consideration 
which reconciles the Secretaries toa continuance of their labours, 
and that is, the prosperity with which the operations of the Society 
have been attended. [am far, indeed, from estimating the merits 
of the Institution by the rank of its Patrons, or the number of its 
supporters ; by the territory which it covers, or the resources which 
it commands. Still, however, when I see it acquire so much 6f 
that influence by which the Supreme Disposer of affairs is accus- 
tomed to promote the interests of his kingdom, I cannot but con- 
sider it as marked with his approbation, and feel the ties drawn 
more closely which unite me to its service. 

“Tf, then, my Lords and Gentlemen, things be as T have de- 
scribed them ; if the Society have an object of supreme and'unva- 
triable excellence ; if its principles be sound, its proceedings cor- 
rect, and its prosperity abundant, we have ample grounds for re- 
newing our engagement to labour in its employment, and nothing 
to desire, but that we may have sufficient strength both of body 
and mind to serve it as it ought to be served. Of the event, as it 
respects the issue of our Jabours, we have every thing to encourage 
the most pleasing anticipations. If we act in consistency with the 
spirit of our cause ; if we suppress in ourselves, and discourage in 
others, those passions which minister to violence and strife; if we 
disdain to compass our laudable ends by any other than legitimate 
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and unexceptionable means, there is no degree of success to which, 
uoder the Tivine blessing, we may not confidently look forward. 
The Institution will then appear, wherever it is seen, in a charac- 
ter becoming its object and its end. It may be opposed ; it may 
be censured: but no weapon that is formed against it shall pros- 
per; and every tongue that rises up in judgment against it, it shall 
condemn. Its course shall be a steady progress from strength to 
strength; and the brightness of its rising be but a faint type of thc 
fulness of its glory, when it shall have attained the perfect day.” 


The Rev. Professor Farish, (of Cambridge,) in moving Thanks 
to the Presbyteries and Friends of the Society in Scotland, &c. 0}- 
served, that 


With respect to Scotland, and what it is inclined to do for the 
Society, he needed only to refer to the eloquent speech of the 
Gentleman from that country, who had addressed the Meeting. 
He would recall to their recollection what Caledonia had already 
done for it; that the Presbyteries nourished it in its infancy ; that 
they came forward in a manner which he was sure could not but 
be felt with the warmest gratitude. 


[The Professor then took a view of certain benefits and blessing: 
which the Society has been the means of procuring ina collateral way, 
on the country, and the world ; and concluded as follows :] 


“T have said that God works by natural means; and I will call 
to your recollection, that if we go back but a few years, we shall 
find a universal acknowledgment, that we might look forward to 
the day in which the Bible shall extend itself over all the world; 
but yet it was considered as a thing that required the exertions 0: 
a miraculous power. But we have lived to see aday in which, 
we may hope, this great object will be fully attained, not by mi- 
ricles, by natural means ; the most eminent of which, I doubt 
not, are those adopted by this Society. And let us ever remem- 
oer, that those natural means, combining the zeal, and correctness, 
and exertion, of the persons engaged, are as much the appoint- 
ment of God as the most miraculous; and it becomes all of us, 
the highest who have engaged in this great work, and the lowest 
who have contributed their mites, equally to remember that it is 
God that worketh, and that they ave but humble instruments in 
the baad of the Almighty.” 


Admiral Lord Gambier. 


“ Although I feel deeply my inability to address such an assem- 
bly as this, with the effect which I should desire earnestly to do, 
yet, if | were reduced to the lowest degree of inability and weak- 
ness, almost to the extinction of life itself, yet would [ lift my 
feeble hand in the service of this great cause, and would endeavour 
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to raise my voice, in expressing the admiration which I haVe of 
this excellent Institution. 

“My Lord, we have this day heard the voices of some of the 
most learned and the most eloquent men employed in the praise of 
the excellency of our work; yet, | must say, that when language 
can be found to express the greatness and the excellency of all the 
other glorious works of the Almighty, then, and not till then, will 
language be found to express the excellency of this great Institu- 
tion. J will not trouble your Lordsbip at so late an hour of the 
day, but only second the motion.” 


James Haldane, Esq. (Member of the Committee of the Edinburgh 
Bible Society,) in moving thanks to the Auriliary Societies, §c. saad, 
that 


Although he had never had the happiness of being present at an 
Anniversary Meeting of the’British and Foreign Bible Society, he 
had been, in his humble measure, engaged in promoting its ob- 
jects for a number of years. He rejoiced in the consolation 
that had been eloquently pointed out, that the lovers of the 
Bible have now found common ground upon which to stand 
while they unitedly attacked the kingdom of Satan. He believed 
that the want of zeal among Protestants, with which they had of- 
ten been charged, was owing to divisions among Christians; and 
it did not seem easy to find out a plan in which they should be 
able to unite, and at the same time, not to compromise any prin- 
ciple, but to hold fast a good conscience to their great Lord and 
Master, Such a plan had now been discovered, and upon this 
ground all Christians, he thought, might, and ought, conscienci- 
ously to unite. 

For many years Christians remained separated. They were so 
much engaged in maintaining civil war, that they had no time to 
make any grand attack upon the kingdom of Satan. Each wasen- 
deavouring to defend his own territory against his neighbour. 


{[Mr. Haldane then traced, in a concern for heathen nations, the 
origin of that zeal, which, mingling like leaven progressively with the 
mass of the Christian world, terminated in the magnificent plan for 
supplying the whole world with the word of God.] 


He would again refer to what had been characterised as a fa- 
vourite object with Caledonia; and that was, that the principle, 
the fundamental principle of the Bible Society, of civwulsting the 


Scriptures without note or comment, should ever be adhered to. 
Enough had been said upon this subject, to give perfect satisfac 
tion to the mind; and he trusted they would all see more of the 
glorious effects of this measure. He thought it highly to the hon- 
our of the British and Foreign Bible Society, that they had main- 
tained this principle with so great decision and perseverance. It 
was, in fact; declaring, that the Bible is a plain book; that it is 
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able to make men wise unto salvation; and that those apprehen» 
sions were unfounded, which were so widely extended, even among 
Protestants, that it was peculiarly liable to misapprehension, and 
hardly to be trusted in the hands of the ignorant, without a com- 
mentary to explain it. It was to the honour of the Society that it 


had exploded this maxim, and declared that the Scriptures plainly 


expressed the ‘ wisdom and the power of God.’ 

He anticipated pai results from what is now going forward. 
Many instances had been stated of the Scriptures, without note or 
comment, finding their way to the hearts and consciences of men 
This, then, he thought, was calculated much to encourage us. 

“T beg pardon, my Lord,” said Mr. Haldane, “for having, at so 
late an hour, trespassed on your patience. But having had this 
opportunity, the first that was afforded me, of witnessing this An- 
niversary, I was desirous, in my own name, and in the name of 
the country in which I live, to declare my highest approbation, and 
to pledge ourselves, that we will do all in our power, to promote 
the glorious objects in which you are united.” 


The Rev. Dr. Thorpe, (late Secretary to the Hibernian B. Society.) 


“1 come forward, my Lord, for the purpose of seconding the 
Resolution which has been proposed ; and at this late period of the 
day, I skould not for a moment trespass upon the attention of the 
Meeting, but that it appears right to our Secretary, that, as usual, 

ou should receive some account of the state of the Hibernian 
Bible Society. Although 1 am no longer an officer of that Insti- 
tution, (having ceased to be so in consequence of residing now in 
this country,) yet, I trust, I shall receive credit, when I say, that I 
feel as lively an interest as ever in its concerns, and in its pros- 
ras 

“My Lord, I am sorry to say, that I have no very pleasing in- 
telligence to give in reference to the progress of that [Institution 
within the last year. Ireland has been, during that period, a scene 
of ‘great distress, in consequence of the fever which has prevailed 
in various parts of it ; but, my Lord, I am sure that the Meeting will 
hear, with pleasure, that many of those attacked by the fever, de- 
rived from the Bibles which had been furnished by the Hibernian 
Bible Society, their best hope, and their only comfort, in the hour 
of death; and that their surviving friends looked into that sacred 
volume, and found consolation. I have the satisfaction to state to 
your Lordship, that, notwithstanding the opposition which some 
persons have given to the circulation of the Scriptures, all denomi- 
nations ‘of Christians in Ireland seem increasingly desirous to be 
come possessed of the word of God. I am particularly happy to 
state this with respect to our Roman Catholic countrymen in Ire- 
land. Inerder to meet the desires of the Roman Catholics, and 
to pat their own version of the Scriptures into-their hands, a very 
large edition of the Douay Bible has been published by their cler- 
gy inthe City of Cork, . This marks @ desire in that body of per- 
sons to be possessed of the Scriptures. I have also the pleasure 0! 
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being able to state, that a Roman Catholic Clergyman of consider- 
able influence has given permission to have our version read by the 
Roman Catholic children in the schools throughout his Diocese. 
I conceive it is but right to state these facts fairly and strongly to 
the Meeting, because, on former occasions, | have pointed out the 
opposition that has been given in Ireland to the circulation of the 
word of God. 


[Dr. Thorpe then adverted to the absurd and even ridiculous argu- 
iments employed by the more recent opponents of the Society in what 
Country: and having exposed them with considerable humour and 
acuteness, proceetled as follows :] 


“My Lord, if I appear to treat the opposition to the circulation 
of the Bibie in Ireland with levity, I assure youl do not feel light- 
ly upon the subject. That man must possess extraordinary dulness 
of intellect, or, I was going to say, great malenry of heart, who 
would obstruct the progress of the word of God m such a country 
as Ireland. But, my Lord, 1 am sanguine enough to hope, that the 
labours of these Gentlemen will not be crowned with the success 
they anticipate. My countrymen there begin to find out, that the 
Bible furnishes some better rules for the guidance of their conduct, 
than the foolish fables and absurd superstitions by which they 
have been influenced. I see different classes of my countrymen 
disposed to unite heart and hand in the dissemination of the sacred 
Scriptures. I see many who were indifferent towards the Bible So- 
ciety, or even opp to it, gradually diverging from the ranks of 
the opponents, and marshalling themselves among the friends of 
this institution. I augur well from these things. 

“The most distinguished Prelates of our Church support the 
Hibernian Bible Society. Among these, his Grace the Primate 
has professed his approbation of it, and up to the present hour, has 
given to it his most efficient support. 

“My Lord, I cannot conclude without recommending to this 
Meeting to assist Ireland in the hour of her necessities. Ireland 
cannot give the Scriptures to her population without your assist- 
ance. But if by the past I may judge of what is to come, I may 
infer, that that assistance will not be withheld. Sure I am, that 
you will liberally give to that country, whose destinies are inter- 
woven with your own, that country which has determined to stand 
or fall with you, the blessings of the word of God, in the same ex- 
tent in which you enjoy them yourselves.” 


The Bishop of ¢ having moved thanks to the President for 
his conduct in the Chair, and being seconded by acclamation, his 
Lordship terminated the business of the day in the , | em words : 


“Gentlemen, if ever I found an irresistible impulse to rejoice 
with those that rejoice, it must be on this occasion. Indeed, my 
heart must be cold and insensible, if it did not vibrate with grati- 
tude to God, and love to my fellow-creatures.” 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE FOURTEENTH REPORT 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


(Continued from page 268.) 


Ix the East, the object of the Institution continues to be prose~ 
cuted with zeal and diligence, by its several Auxiliary Societies 
and Agents, in that interesting portion of the world. 

At the head of these stands the Corresronpine Commitee at 
Catcurta. 

In addition to the grants annually made to this Committee, of 
2000/., (one moiety of which is appropriated to the translations 

oing forward by the Baptist Missionaries at Serampore,) 1000I. 
fade been voted, for the special purpose of aiding the printing and 
distribution of the Chinese Scriptures, translated by Dr. Marsh- 
man. And further, with a view to afford a more effectual en- 
couragement to the translation and circulation of the Scriptures 
in India, the Corresponding Committee have been authorised to 
appropriate the sum of 5001. to the first thousand copies of eve- 
ry approved translation of the New Testament into any dialect of 
India, in which no translation has previously existed. The resolu- 
tion on which this procedure has been adopted was prompted by 
the zeal and liberality of William Hey, Esq. of Leeds, and other re- 
See individuals, who, struck with the proposal of the Baptist 
Missionaries at Serampore, to execute 26 versions on those mode- 
rate terms, and desirous to excite increased attention to this sub- 
ject, presented the Society with the sum of Fourreen Hunprep 
and Seventy-rive Pounps, as an offering from certain “ friends 
" me translation of the Scriptures into the vernacular dialects of 

ndia.” 

One thouand copies of the octavo Roman-Malay Testame:t, 
together with an equal number of copies of the Book of Gene- 
sis, had, within that period, been dispatched to Amboyna, where 
both the wants and the desires of more than 30,000 native 
Christians would render such a temporary supply, however inade- 
quate, particularly seasonable. From more recent intelligence, 
it appears that 3000 copies of the Arabic-Malay had been com- 

leted, and were to be dispatched by the first opportunities. The 
cect Mahar Bible would also (it was expected) be finished 
before the close of the year: and when to this shall be added the 
edition of 5000 Bibles, and 10,000 extra Testaments, now print- 
ing under the direction of your Committee, some justice will, it 
is hoped: be done to the inhabitants of the Moluccas, who, through 


their Auxiliary Bible Society at Amboyna, have already remitted 
nearly 1000/. to the Parent Institution. 
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Nor are these operations going forward without the prospect of 
good effects. Many of the natives of India (Mahomedans, as well 
as Hater) evince not only a willing, but a solicitous disposition to 
receive and peruse such versions of the Holy Scriptures as are in- 
telligible to them: and so strongly has this disposition been mani- 
fested, in the reception given to the Rev. Henry Martyn’s Hindos- 
tanee Testament, that, of the 5000 copies printed, in 1874, at the 
expense of the British and Foreign Bible Society, so few remain- 
ed undistributed at the close of 1816, as to render it necessary for 
the Corresponding Committee at Calcutta to order another edition 
of the same extent. 

A very intelligent and truly Christian native, Appavoo, having 
been employed by the learned and industrious Colonel Mackenzie 
to collect antiquities for him, in aid of a great work in which he is 
engaged, undertook to distribute some Tamul New Testaments, in 
the course of his journey. Among the happy results with which 
this procedure of Appavoo has been already attended, the depos- 
ed Rajah of Travancore has been so impressed with the Buble, 
that he has directed a chapter to be read to him daily; and the 
High Priest of the Jainas has desired a visit from the Rev. Mr. 
Rhenius, who sent him the Tamul Bible, to explain the Gospel 
more perfectly to him and his people. Under the impression 
made by these, and other interesting circumstances, the Christian 
native writes :-— 

“While we have time, let us sow the good seed of the Gospel : 
the God of heaven will shower on it his Holy Spirit, that it may 
Bring forth good fruits :’—and he adds in a strain of interesting 
simplicity ; “In every age there have arisen some alterations in 
their superstition. Inquiry is made into their own Vedam, to find 
out the good way: I am sure, very soon, God Almighty will enlarge 
his kingdom ; and the venerable benefactors who exert themselves 
in this desirable cause, will be rewarded a thousand fold.” 

The Coromso Auxiliary Bible Society, in the Island of Ceylon, 
continues to manifest a laudable anxiety to give effect to the de- 
sign of its institution. 

The introduction of the Scriptures among the prisoners in the 
jails, through the instrumentality of the Wesleyan Missionaries, 
has been attended with the happiest success. When Mr. Lynch 
first visited the jail of Jaffna, he found only two of the prisoners 
who could read; and he gave to each a Testamént, which they 
promised to read to their fellow-prisoners. In the course of a 
short time, one of them had read the whole to several who were 
anxious to hear it. ‘The jailor reported, that, since this humane 
attention had been shown to the prisoners, the prison was no long- 
er disturbed with the same drunken noise, an mbling, which, 
before, too frequently prevailed. A similar reform is stated te 
have followed the employment of the same means among the pri- 
soners in the jail at Point de Galle. This reform was charac- 
terized, among other things, by a particular respect for the Sab- 
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bath. “They were formerly (observes the relater) in the habit of 
cleansing out the jail on Sunday morning ; but now they work af- 
ter their usual hour on Saturday evening, to avoid breaking the 
fourth commandment.” Such results, while they evince the pow- 
er of the divine word, and that under very unfavourable circum- 
stances, demonstrate at the same time, the seasonableness and 
utility of those exertions by which its dissemination is promoted. 

On the bulk of the ignorant and uneducated natives it were pre- 
mature to expect that any considerable impression should yet have 
been made. It does, however, appear, that, in several parts of the 
Island, the Scriptures, both in the Tamul and Cingalese dialects, 
have been sought for with great avidity: copies of the latter have 
been eagerly received by the intelligent among the Cingalese, and 
even by several of the Bhuddist priesthood, who have, of late, 
in some places, been roused to an uncommon degree of inquiry on 
the subject of the Christian Scriptures. This disposition has been 
greatly confirmed by the examples of certain natives of high rank, 
and superior information, who, under the influence of divine grace, 
have been brought, chiefly through reading the Scriptures, to re- 
nounce their idolatry, and make a public profession of the Chris- 
tian faith. The influence of these events has been widely propa- 
gated ; and not only the superstitious Bhuddists, but the haughty 
**Mahomedans, fiave begun to manifest an inclination to receive 
instruction themselves, and to permit their children to partake of 
the benefit of an improved education.” 

The Society at Bomsay has, in the discharge of its duties, paid 
equal attention to the distribution of the Scriptures, already in its 
possession, and the procurement ef such new translations as are 
required by the nations inhabiting the shores along which it is ex- 
pected its operations will be extended. 

Beyond the immediate precincts of Bombay, the Society ha: 
endeavoured to extend its good offices to the Christians at Surat, 
at Kaira in Guzerat, and at Seroor in the neighbourhood of Poo- 
nah ; at each of which places English Clergymen are now statiored. 

To the Southward of Bombay, on the Malabar Coast, the Com- 
mittee have sent, for distribution, some copies of the New Testa- 
ment, in Portuguese, for the use of the native Christians at Cana- 
nore; in French, at Mahe ; and in Dutch, at Cochin. In the last 
of these places, (the most interesting of all within the reach of this 
Society,) its Committee have presented to the Syrian Churches 
those copies of the Syriac Gospels, (edited by the late Dr. Bucha- 
nan,) which had been forwarded to them from London for that 
purpose. ‘This supply, though inconsiderable, proved most accept- 
able to the Syrian Bishop and his Clergy ; who expressed satisfac- 
tion with the manner in which the printing was executed, and their 
most earnest desire to receive the whole of the Old and New Tes- 
tament printed in the seme manner. This desire will have been, 
to 2 certain extent, gratitied by the receipt and perusal of the entire 
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New Testament ; copies of which (as has been stated under the 
head of Madras) are now in circulation among them. 

From the Coast of Malabar the Bompay Bible Society has en- 
deavoured to extend its influence to the distant shores of the Persian 
Gulph ; and it has there distributed several Arabic Bibles, partly 
through the means of the British Resident at Bussorah. 

“ A connexion,” as its Committee observes, “seems thus to be 


immediately formed with the Parent Society in London, which, by * 


the numerous Societies in Russia and Germany, in the Crimea, and 
even in Georgia ; by its correspondence at Constantinople : in parts 
of Asia Minor ; and lastly, with the British Resident at Bagdad, 
has established a connexion throughout the vast continent of Europe 
and Asia, from the banks of the Thames to the regions of the 
Ganges.” 

The Java Auxiliary Bible Society, at Batavia, formed under 
the auspices of Sir Thomas Raffles, and eminently indebted to his 
friendship and exertions, has found in the new Governor General of 
that settlement, Baron Van der Capellen,.a President, from whose 
attachment to the Institution, and attention to its proceedings, well- 
founded hopes are entertained of its prosperity and success. 

The Auxiliary Bible Societies at Ampoyna afd Penane, {or 
Prince of Wales’s Island,) as also the Branch at Malacca, are, ac- 
cording to their respective means and opportunities, assisting to im- 
part the Holy Scriptures, in the native languages, to Christians and 
Heathens. The want of the Scriptures at Amboyna may be painfully 
inferred, from the fact of a Malay Bible having in November, 1816, 
fetched at a public sale Forty-six Spanish dollars, (apwards of 101. 
sterling.) hat provision has been made, both in London and 
Calcutta, for remedying this want, has already been stated. 

The Penane Bible Society commenced its proceedings, by or- 
dering a supply of the Scriptures in the English, Portuguese, Dutch, 
Malayan, Bengalee, Telinga, Persian, and Tamul languages, from 
the Depository of the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society ; with which 
Institution it was more particularly formed to co-operate, in order 
the better to realize its design of rendering the Island of Penang 
the medium of distributing the Holy Scriptures among the more 
eastern Islands and nations of Asia. 

From Mas.acca the principal intelligence respects the printing 
and distribution of the Chinese Scriptures. 

The Rev. Dr. Morrison, early in last year, directed 9000 copies 
of his Chinese Translation of the New Testament, together with 
certain portions of the Pentateuch, translated by himself and the 
Rev. Mr. Milne, to be printed at Malacca; not considering it pru- 
dentto print them at Canton. Of the preceding editions, Mr. Milne 

had made a very extensive, and, in many instances, successful dis- 
tribution, particularly in Java,-Penang, and Malacca. Of the ef- 
fect ed in Java,a very interesting account was given in a let- 


ter from the late Rev. Mr. Supper, annexed to the Thirteenth Re- 
port. 
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In Penang, Mr. Milne estimates the number of Chinese settlers 
at 8000; and he observes, that, in the course of his distribution, he 
did not meet with one who did not thankfully receive a New Testa- 
ment from his hands. 

In Malacca Mr. Milne has found many openings for putting the 
Chinese Scriptures into hopeful circulation. By the communication 
which it maintains with those places in the Archipelago, where the 
Chinese reside; with various parts of Cochin China, and Siam, 
where multitudes of Chinese are settled; and even with three pro- 
vinees of China itself, opportunities occur, of which Mr. Milne has di- 
ligently ‘availed himself, and by a due use of which, much good it is 
hoped may hereafter be accomplished, 

To forward an object of such magnitude and interest, your Com- 
mittee have granted an additional 1000/.; and they feel persuaded 
that, in so doing, they shall obtain the hearty concurrence of every 
Member of the Society, 

To these Asiatic details, your Committee have the satisfaction to 
add the pleasing and memorable fact, that a Bible Society has heen 
formed at SypNey, in Port Jackson, under the designation of “ The 
Auxiliary Bible Society of New South Wales.” At the institution 
of this Society, (which took place on the 7th of March, 1817,) Hi: 
Excellency the Governor, who presided, explained, to a numerou: 
assembly of officers, gentlemen, and private individuals, the nature 
of the proposed establishment, which he thought himself bound to 
support, “as aman and a Christian.” The Rev. Samuel Marsden, 
Senior Chaplain, His Honour the Judge Advocate, and other re: 
pectable individuals, took part in the proceedings ; and the formation 
of the Society was followed by some practical arrangements for car- 
rying its object into effect, as well as by a liberal subscription of 
more than 300/. Of this sum 150/. have been remitted to your So- 
ciety, accompanied with a respectful communication from His E1- 
cellency, Governor Macquarie ; acknowledging the receipt of 4000 
Bibles and Testaments, sent out by your Society for the use of the 
Colonists, “which,” adds the Governor, “they stood greatly in 
néed of, and will be most thankful to receive on any terms.” flis 
Excellency gives, at the same time, an account of the judicious mea- 
sures which he bad adopted for effecting their proper distribution. 
On the whole, when it is considered, under what circumstances, and 
for what end, this remote settlement was formed, the degree of pro:- 
perity which it has attained, and the geographical position which it 


occupies, your Committee cannot but regard the establishment 0! 


the New South Wales Auxiliary Bible Society as an event of consi- 
derable moment; and anticipate, from its future operations, great 
moral benefit, not only to the Colony itself, but to the other parts 0! 
New Holland, and the adjacent Islands, with which it may hereafter 
cultivate 4 friendly communication. 

Arnica, though, from the peculiar circumstances of that Continen'. 
requiring more than‘almost any portion of the globe the sort of i- 
struction which the Scriptures are designed to convey, has hither‘ 
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derived little benefit, comparatively, from the institution of Bible So- 
cieties. By that at Sierra’ Leone, your Committee have reason to 
believe, as much has been done as its situation and circumstances 
would allow : and it is some consolation, in the dearth of materials 
from that Continent in general, to be able to state, that a contribu- 
tion in gold dust, (amounting in pecuniary value to 1031. 14s. 7d.) 
has been transmitted from the officers of the African Company, on 
the Gold Coast, to promote the objects of your Society. 

Encouraged by these appearances, in concurrence with the sure 
word of prophecy, your Committee will cherish a hope that the day 
may not be distant, when the light, now hovering on the borders of 
this vast Continent, will penetrate into the interior ; and dissipate 
the awful delusion under which nearly one hundred and fifty mil- 
lions of haman beings do homage to the grossest idolatry, and the 
most demoralizing imposture. 

To the Auxiliary Bible Societies, previously existing in Britis 
Nortn America, the following have been added since the last Re- 
port : 

1. The Auxiliary Bible Society of Niagara, in Upper Canada. 

Among the resolutions passed at the formation of this Society, 
(which took place at a meeting in the church, the Rev. Robert Addi- 
son in the chair,) it was specially determined, “ that the Committee 
request the Board of Education to direct the master of every parish 
school in this district, to examine how many of the inhabitants, where 
he teaches, are in possession of Bibles and Testaments, and to re- 
port the same to this committee ; and that a Bible Association be 
promoted wherever there is a school. 

The establishment of this Society may be hailed as a useful open- 
ing for the entrance of the Scriptures into a quarter where they are 
much needed : there being “ reason to apprehend,” (as the Society 
itself states,) “ that a large majority of back settlers are without the 
Sacred Volume.” 

2. The Prince Edward’s Island Bible Society. 

3. The Midland District, Upper Canada, Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety. 

The District from which this Society derives its name, aud in 
which it is designed to operate, is one ‘of the ven Civil Divisions of 
Upper Canada. It extends from the north eastern extremity, or 
outlet of Laake Ontario, south w esterly, about half the length of the 
Lake, and comprehends one of the most populous portions of the 
province. 

The seat of the Society. is Ernest-Town, situated on the Lake 
shore. 

From St. Jehn’s, Newfoundland, satisfactory accounts have been 
received of the distribution of the Scriptures sent. out by your So- 
ciety for the inhabitants of that Island. 

he Moravian Missionaries on the Coast of Labrador are pre- 
ceeding diligently with the completion of the translation of the New 
Testament into the Esquimaux language. In the mean time, the 
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parts already printed, (the Four Gospels, and Acts of the Apostles,) 
are perused with great interest, thankfulness, by the Christian 
Esquimaux. Of this, a very gratifying assurance was received from 
two of the Missionaries, (one of whom had ministered more than 
thirty-one years in Labrador,) who attended your Committee, by 


desire, in the costume of the natives, and expressed the gratitude of 


their Esquimaux congregations with great simplicity and feeling. 

In the Islands of Antigua and St. Christopher, copies of the 
Scriptures, furnished by your Committee, have been distributed 
among an eager and a thankful people. “Several pious blacks,” 
(writes a correspondent,) “ came from Barbuda, an Island a short dis- 
tance from Antigua, to request that a few Bibles and Testaments might 
be given them: for these they begged in a very affecting manner. | 
gave them two dozen Testaments. On receiving the rich treasure 
their joy was inexpressible, as might be seen by the tears which 
flowed down their sable faces.” 

Similar accounts have been received from Berbice and Demara- 
ra; from the latter of which places the distributor writes :—“ Fhad 
no just idea of the number of Negroes that wish for Bibles, till I 
mentioned to some of them, that I would procure Bibles for those 
who wished to have them. The next week applications poured in 
from every plantation, and every quarter.” 

Similar accounts have been transmitted from New Providence, 
where Whites and Blacks emulated each other in expressing their 
thanks for the Bibles and Testaments received, and in petitioning 
for further supplies. So great was the demand fer Spanish Testa- 
ments, that 48 were sold in a day, for half a dollar each. 

Your Committee will only add, that the 500 Bibles and 1000 Te:- 
taments, in French and English, sent to Cape Henry, in St. Do- 
mingo, have been received and distributed in the Schools and the 
Army. One thousand copies of the Four Gospels and Acts of the 
Apostles, in French and English, in parallel columns, were also des- 
patched to that quarter early in the present year; and (the edition 
being finished) they have since been followed by 3000 entire New 
Testaments, together with the second part of what had been pre- 
viously forwarded. The particular object of this impression, exc- 
cuted at the express request of the King of Hayti, is to facilitate 
the acquisition of the English language among the population sub- 
ject to his authority. 


—_—— 


Extracts from the Nineteenth Report of the Committee of the Rex 
cious Tract Society or Lonpon. 


The number of Tracts issued during the last year, under various 
forms, exceeds Three Millions and a Half: of which a very consi- 
derable quantity has been gratuitously voted for various purposes: 
the expense of which, together with the loss incurred by Tracts sold 
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at reduced prices to Hawkers, &c. amounts to nearly Seven Hundred 
Pounds. 

These gratuitous supplies have been furnished to Hospitals; to 
the Army and Navy; to the Colliers on the Thames; to the crews 
of the four ships proceeding on the Expedition towards the North 
Pole; to Convict Ships and to Prisons; including a Vote to the 
Committee of Ladies laudably employed in instructing the Prison- 
ers in Newgate; to the Committee for the relief of Poor Seamen; 
to the Guardian Society ; and to persons proceeding to various Fo- 
reign Stations. 

In the Metropolis, the Tracts have excited the attention of ma- 
ny Italians, Spaniards, Frenchmen, and Germans, especially the 
two former, who manifest great eagerness for them, as well as for 
the Holy Scriptures in their own tongue. 

In New South Wales 3,000 Tracts have been most gladly receiv- 
ed; and, in a recent letter from thence, your Committee are in- 
formed, “ There are living witnesses of the utility and blessedness 
of these silent preachers of righteousness.” 

The intelligence from India is peculiarly encouraging. The Rev. 
J. Hands, Missionary at Bellary, has remitted another sum of £4, 
from the Tract Society formed at that place. 

The increase of pious Clergymen and zealous Missionaries has 
begun to produce an alteration in the state of society in India. 
Mr. Hands thus writes ; “ Europeans, as well as Natives, and ma- 
ny Civil and Military Officers, who were formerly inimical to the 
cause of Christianity, are beginning warmly to espouse it.” 

At Madras a considerable number of Religious Tracts have been 
distributed, and more are called for. The sum of £50, formerly 
voted by the Committee, for the purpose of printing Tracts in the 
vernacular languages, will now be appropriated to that important 
ie under the direction of the Rev. Messrs. Loveless and 

; and a supply of English Tracts has been forwarded to Ma- 
dras, at the expense of the Missionary Society. 

The Rev. W. Milne, at Malacca, by the aid of your Society, 
continues publishing Tracts for the Chinese, which are sought af- 
ter by iaultitudes of that nation ; and there is good reason to be- 
lieve that many are carried to China by those who return thither 
from the islands. 

The late Rev. J. C. Supper, of Batavia, who, shortly after the 
date of his last letter, was called from this lower world to the man- 
sions of bliss, has left a strong testimony to the utility of the So- 
ciety’s Tracts, which be considered admirably adapted to prepare 
the minds of the Chinese for reading the Bible, and for the exer- 
tions of Missionaries. In that letter he states, that, through the 
Providence of God, he had been enabled to establish a Reading 
Society among the Chinese, consisting of sixty persons, who were 
supplied, monthly, with sixty Religious Tracts, for perusal, which 
when read, were circulated among their respective fnends. “I am 
ready,” he adds, “ to devote myself to the Religious Tract Soci- 
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“ ety, as I have done to the Missionary and Bible Societies ; a share 
“in your noble exertions I consider to be of more value than all 
‘the gold of Ophir, or the riches of India!” Referring to the 
Grants, voted by this Society, for Chinese Tracts, (which now 
amount to £900,) he concludes with the following encouraging 
words, “ You indeed did well in so doing, and I hope Eternity wil! 
* repeat, that you have done very well! If the Religious Tract So- 
*‘ ciety should be forgotten in the annals of this world, I am con- 
“ fident she will shine with great lustre in the everlasting annals o/ 
“ Heaven.” 

What.a powerful confirmation of the propriety of these grants, 
is the. parting testimony of a witness like this! Indeed, it is move 
than. sufficient to silence chilling doubis and surmises, and to in- 
spire gratitude, confidence, and perseverance. 

From the Rev. Robert Pinkerton, communications have keen 
received, furnishing an interesting account of the means used in 
Russia. for the extensive circulation of Religious Tracts, togetix: 
with Extracts of Letters from several Dignitaries of the Russian 
Church, bearing testimony to their utility, and encvuuraging a st!!! 
more enlarged circulation, both by sale and gratuitous distribution 
For a more detailed account of these communications, your Com- 
mittee refer 1o the Appendix. 

A communication from the Rey. Dr, Paterson conveys the 
pleasing intelligence, that a Religious Tract Society has been form- 
ed at. Abo tv Finland, of which the Archbishop is the Patron. A 
grant of £40. has been voted by your Committee in aid of this im- 
portant uadertaking. 

The Religious ‘Tract Society in [celand, established through the 
influence of the Rev. Dr. Henderson, when in that Island, in 1815, 
has prepared twelve Tracts in that language, six of which are trans- 
lations from those of this Seciety. Some are already in circulation, 
and the others Lhaye been sent to Copenhagen, to be priuted in that 
eily. 

For the very interesting proceedings witich have taken place 
in Sweden, your Committee refer to the Report of the Evangelical 
Society, at Stockholm ; which, together with the Extracts inserted 
in the Appendix, will be read with the highest degree of interest. 
One single fact they would, however, notice—that, since the esta- 
blishn.ent of that Society, in 1803, it has printed no less than 1,203. 
750 Religious Tracts, in the Swedish, Finnish, and Laponese !au- 
guages. ashes 

Ii. gives your Committee sincere satisfaction to observe the ex- 
ertions which are now making in various parts ot France, Switzer- 
land, and Italy, for the circulation of Religious Tracts. Several 
highly respectable Protestant Clergyinen have taken an active share 
in this work of faith and labour of love; and your Committee have 
felt truly happy in affording them all that encouragement which 
their limited means would allow. 

Nor will it be less gratifying to the Seciety to learn, that, through 
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the aid of some highly respectable Correspondents at Malta and 
Smyrna, measures have been taken to procure translations of seve- 
ral of its most useful tracts into the Modern Greek, which are ex- 
pected to meet with a very extensive circulation ; and your Com- 
mittee deeming this measure of much importance, have voted £40, 
to encourage Translations at those places. 

From Gibraltar it is stated; that there have been many proofs of 
the good done by the distribution of Tracts, more especially among 
the Soldiers, several of whom have been awakened to a sense of 
the importance of religion by their perusal. 

By information received from the Berlin Tract Society, your 
Committee understand that Branch Societies have Veen formed at 
Memel, Grypswald, Gorlitz, Magdeburg; Coeslin, &c. and it is ex 
pected that translations will soon be made in the Polish and Wen- 
dish languages. The funds of that Institution being, however, in- 
adequate to the extent of its operations, your Committee have, dur- 
ing the last year, assisted it with two grants of £20 each; which 
seasonable aid has been most gratefully acknowledged, accompani- 
ed with the pleasing intelligence, that every month from Ten to 
Twenty Thousand Tracts leave the — 

From a nobleman residing at Bachman; near Memel, your 
Committee have been informed, that several Tracts of this Socie- 
ty are about to be translated into the Lithuanian language, by some 
of the clergy, for the instruction of their parishioners ; 4,000 copies 
of The Warning Voice having been already published at Tilsit, in 
aid of which your Committee have voted the sum of £10; 

The total number of Tracts which have been distributed by 
the Wurtemberg Tract Society, intwo years, amounts to no less 
than 74,000. 

A small but active Tract Society has lately been formed at 
Neuwied upon the Rhine, the eperations of which have been aided 
by a graht of £10. 

Many thousands of Religious Tracts continué to be put in cir- 
culation, annually, by the Societies at Basle, Zurich, St. Gall; Lau- 
sanne, Nurenberg, Frankfort, Cologne, Rotterdam, and other pla- 
ces in Switzerland, Holland, and Germany ; in addition to which, 
several pious Catholic Clergymen are indefatigable in diffusing 
light and knowledge, through the Publication of Pamphlets, of a 
smaller and larger size, written in a truly scriptural spirit and 
manner. 

To the island of St. Domingo the Publications of your Society 
. have been sent by your Committee, as opportunities presented 
themselves; and one of the persons to whom they were entrusted, 
writes," It has always been our care to distribute your Tracts so 
“as best to secure their being read. We have distributed a great 
“number of those in French, in Port-at-Prince and its neighbour- 
“hood, to persons who come to our house to request them :”—and 
he proceeds to state, that, in these instances, as well as in country 
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ices the Tracts were received with the utmost joy and grati- 
tude. 
The Contributions which several of the Auxiliary Societies have 
afforded to the Funds of the Parent Institution during the last year, 
entitle them to the cordial gratitude of the friends of the Institu- 
tion ; and it is extremely desirable that individuals resident in po- 

ulous districts, who are frequent in their applications for gratu- 
itous supplies, should in each district form an Auxiliary Society ; 
which, if properly conducted, would greatly strengthen the Parent 
Institution, and, instead of draining its funds, would replenish them 
by an annual and increasing contribution, while at the same time i: 
would procure a more extensive circulation of the Tracts. 

Thus have your Committee laid before their Constituents the 
principal occurrences of the Nineteenth Year of the Religious 
Tract Society ;—and while “ day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night sheweth knowledge,” so year unto year, revolving 
in rapid succession, and presenting wide fields for renewed exer- 
tion, “ white already to harvest,” proclaims, with an instructive and 
admonitory voice, “ ‘There is yet much land to be possessed—work 
while it is called to-day—the night cometh when no man can 
work.” 

Unimpeded by the obstruction which a state of warfare neces- 
sarily opposes to the prosecution of the Foreign object in which 
this society is engaged, your Committee, while they congratulate 
their Constituents on the continuance of the blessings of peace, 
unite with them in gratitude to God, who bestows them ; and ear- 
nestly hope and pray that increasing means of support may keep 
pace with the gradual improvement of Commerce, in order that 
the facilities which a state of peace mercifully presents to us, may, 
under the guidance and blessing of God, be strenuously, wisely, 
and perseveringly improved for the more extensive diffusion of the 
knowledge of the Prince of Peace, whom to know is life eternal, 
until “ the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of 
our God and of his Christ.” ) 





Abstract of the Cash Account, for the year ending March 31st, 1818. 


Total Net Receipts = - - - - £6132 0 10 
Total Net Payments = . ~ ~ 6007 0 1 


I 
. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


OBITUARY. 


The last illness of the late Rev. P. Lowe, Pastor of the Congrege- 
tions belonging to the Dutch Reformed Church, in Flatbush and Flat- 
lands, Long-Island, in the State of New-York. 

Mr. Lowe had laboured, for the two winters preceding his decease, 
under a severe cold. From the effects of this he never entirely recover- 
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ed. The disease, however, which terminated in his death, had 
been preying for some time on his constitution, and finally settled 
in his under lip. When any of his friends spake to him of this ap- 
pearance he commonly waved the subject ; but not with a view of 
removing fear from his own mind with regard to the issue; for, it 
was his fixed opinion that it would be the cause of his removal from 
this world. From the first stages of the complaint he never intima- 
ted a hope of final recovery. Notwithstanding, he did not refuse to 
make use of means. Accordingly ht consulted with members of his 
congregations, and others, respecting the choice of a gentleman of 
medical skill, and especially one who had been much employed. in 
affections of a cancerous nature. His conduct in this situation dis- 
played that prudence and caution which were prominent features 
of his character. 

In the judgment of man, had it been the will of God to have re- 
stored Mr. Lowe to health, his deep experience in the mysteries of 
godliness would have afforded matter of valuable instruction to his 
beloved flock., The trials and temptations through which he passed 
would have been a rich source of comfort to the tried and tempted. 
He would have fed the lambs and sheep according to his masters 
command to the Apostle Peter. The clear and impressive views 
given to him would have enabled him to build up im their mostholy 
faith the church committed to his care. 

These gifts, however, were not wholly lost; this light was not put 
under a bushel. 

During his illness he preached the word, he reproved, rebuked, 
exhorted. He could say, I have fought a good fight, I have finish- 
ed my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
shall give me at that day.” 

About a year before his departure he was called to pass through 
a fiery trial. 

He had a clear view of himself in the law of God. Sin 9 wa 
ed exceedingly sinful. He was made to cry out with the great Apos- 
tle, “ O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death!” The conflict was trying and distressing. He, who 
had comforted many, needed the comforts and promises of the gospel 
to be presented to his own mind by others. He, who had poured 
out his ardent prayers in behalf of the souls of the tried, now intreat- 
ed the prayers of christian friends for himself. Finally, he was en- 
abled to say, thanks be to God for the victory through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. 

, After this his heart was opened in prayer; the clouds were dissi- 
pated; the promises of God were no longer forbidden meat; grace 
was given him to embrace anew the Saviour as he is offered in the 
' 1, and to bless God for the gift of his Son. Sorrow and sigh- 
ing fled away; joy and gladness and the song of salvation took their 
place. He was raised to the mount from which he was never after- 
wards called into the valley. 
. 2R2 
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For seven months before he died he enjoyed the high eminence 
of faith and consolation in the covenant of grace. The word of God 
appeared to contain truths that had beenconcealed from him before. 
He, in very deed, day and night read and meditated on the doc- 
trines of revelation. When refreshed by a tranquil sleep throug) 
the night, with his renewed strength he pursued his pleasing search 
in the Scriptures. 

The prosperity of Zion, in any partof the world, or among any 

ination, was to liim like cooling waters to a thirsty soul. 

The Bible and commentaries on it, were the only books seen in 
his hands. Laying his hand on the Bible and addressing himself to 
a friend, “I have been thinking,” said he, of that passage, Exodus 
iti. 3. where Moses says, I will turn aside and see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burned. Of this miracle of divine power and 
goodness, as it regards the church in general and individuals in par- 
ticular, he spoke at some length. This subject has many charms to 
draw the mind into a train of pleasing and profitable thought. 

A friend of his youth, whose temples are now covéred with silver 
locks, in prayer for him, suggested idéas connected with the passag: 
of the Children of [srael through Jordan whilst the priests stood in 
the midst with the ark of the covenant. This type of the Christian’s 
safe passage through death was a pleasing and cheering thought to 
him during his illness. 

Two younger brethren in the Gospel ministry having called to 
see him, a conversation commenced and continued for a considera- 
ble time on some of the doctrines of vital christianity. He had been 
feading Dr. A. Clarke on the Bible. “TI would like to hear the Dr 
pray,” said lie “ that I might know whether he would pray as a per- 
fect man or aa sinner.” 

In this agreeable interchange of sentiment and christian sympa- 
thy, one of those Gentlemen said to him, what do you think, in your 
present illness which is likely to be unto death, of those doc- 
trines of the cross which humble the sinner ahd exalt the Re- 
deemer. 

“"Thev are precious doctrines to me,” was his reply. Being asked 
how he felt with regard to the Sovereignty of God. “ My views,” 
said he, “are the same as they have been.” He spoke at some 
length on these doctrines, acknowledging his own impotency as « 
sinner, and praising the free grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
éxhorted these brethren to be faithful unto death. He never omit- 
ted this whenever he was visited bY a preacher of the Gospel. 

When he was confined to his bed, Mrs. Lowe sitting by him, !« 
said to her, * you commit me into the hands of the blessed Jesus.” 
“T do,” was her answer. “ And yourself and yours,” he added. 
She replied, “ | cannot suppress natural feelings,”—*“ You must,” 
said he. 

Some evenings after, he said, “ my exercises are not so lively, but 
I cling to that rock that ishigher than 1. I can do nothing of my- 
self.” Le wished the 11th Hymn 2d part, in the collection of the 
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Reformed Dutch Church, to be sung. The mercies of God were 
constantly on his lips. His sufferings were lost in contemplations 
on the goodness of God, which he discovered in all his dealings 
with him. 

Afier repeating part of the 16th Hymn, There is a land of pure 
delight, &c. he said to an old friend, “ There is not a cloud hang- 
ing over my mind.” 

Taking some medicine one evening, he made the observation, 
They gave vinegar and gall to our b'essed Jesus. After prayer for 
him, in which God had been addressed by the tender name of Fa- 
ther, he dwelt on that kind relation in which God stands to his peo- 

le. “This is the spirit of adoption by which the believer cries, 
Abba, Father.” He requested the 46th Hymn to be read‘to him; 
then with earnest desire he repeated these words. 


Come, sacred Spirit, seal the name 
On my expanding beart. 


“Ohad I strength, how would I delight to speak df the Kingdom 
of our blessed Saviour, and of his glorious attributes!” After a pause 
— But I know that nature could not support me. I who used to 
tremble-at a leaf, for I had the weakest nerves of mortals, have en- 
joyed a steady and composed frame of body and mind in my ill- 
ness.” 

It being remarked to him that his hearing was not so good, 
“ Blessed be God,” said he “ my sight is good, and the eyes of my 
understanding areclear.” “I have learned more in this year’s illness 
than I did in many years when in health.” He mentioned this to 
many at different times, The Ist Chapter of the Epistle to the Phi- 
lippians he wished to be read some evenings afterwards. When he 
apprehended himself about to enter into rest, he requested the 15th 
Chapter of Ist Corinthians to be read to him. 

His mind continued calm and composed, though he could speak 
but little. A friend saying to him, “1 know in whom I have be- 
lieved;” “Fear not, I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God ;” he added “Faithful is he who hath promised. A few more 
struggles, and the conflict will be over; I shall shout the victory 
through him who hath loved me and given himself for me.” 

The perfect blessedness of the saints after the resurrection was 
mentioned. “Glorious things are spoken of thee, thou city of the 
living God,” were words which proceeded from his labouring breast. 
Some days after this, when he had received relief, a brother in the 
Gospel ministry intimating to him that the symptoms of his disease 
were more favourable, his reply was, ‘“ How hard, when just about 
to enter the port, to be obliged to put to sea again.” When he had 
become worse, I hope, said a friend, you enjoy the peace which the 
world cannot give. He laid his hand on his breast, and directed 
his eyes toward heaven. At this time he could not speak without 
great exertion. 


On Saturday evening the Sabbath being spoken of, with elevatios 
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of soul he exclaimed, “‘ How amiable are thy courts, O Lord of hosts, 
There remaineth a rest for the people of God. O! how I long to 
see Him whom my soul loveth; why tarry thy chariot wheels, 0 
Lord, my Saviour !—But patience —by and by.” 

Having recovered strength; he proceeded. ‘ Doctor. W. said 
to me this afternoon that I was preaching the Gospel from a sick 
bed. This ought to silence all murmuring. O how good it is to suf- 
fer the righteous will of my heavenly Father! He inquired who 
was to preach in his church. Being informed, he said, O that my 
dear flock may be fed! This evening he appeared desirous that 
the discourse should turn wholly upon Heaven. 

Sabbath, May 24th. This day he was, remarkably strengthened; 
so that he spoke distinctly, and was heard in every part of the room. 
He preached almost incessantly to many christian friends who came 
to see him. His words appeared to proceed from the lips of one 
raised from the dead. For he had been extremely low and weak, 
and could not speak so as to be easily understood for five or six 
days before. *Admiration was excited in all who heard him. A 
valuable opportunity to many of hearing and seeing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ demonstrated in a way that is caleulated to bring con- 
vietion home to the heart, and exemplify in a most striking manner 
the hopes and consolations afforded to the christian in death, through 
the faith that is in Christ Jesus. He repeated the 38th Hymn, 
2d part. : 

is dying christian conversed with his beloved partner in life 
concerning their separation for awhile ; of their rejoining each other 
in a better country : he fortified her mind by the promises of the 
Gospel ; mentioned the weighty charge now devolving upon her of 
bringing up their little ones in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, quoting promises of God’s grace for her support. He wish- 
ed to see his dear children. They approached his bed one after 
another. He adapted his parting blessings and instructions to their 
respective ages, capacities, and situations in life. To his young- 
est,a child about three years old, he said, “ Love your Father vho 
is in heaven.” 

To many of his children in Christ Jesus he this day gave his dy- 
ing blessing. What expressions of kindness and paternal love flow- 
ed from his lips! His friends and many of his congregation will not 
easily forget this sabbath. He preached for the last time to them, 
from his death bed, the unsearchable riches of Christ Jesus, the only 
hope of a sinner. He rested the hopes of his own salvation on the 
very same doctrine of the atonement which he had recommended 
to others. His soul and body were strong with vigour, that he might 
bear testimony to the grace of God through our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. In the evening he blessed God for his mercy in giv- 


ing him rest on the Sabbath ; adding to his friends around his bed, 
“ this is another of the Sabbath day’s blessings I have experienced.” 
“Often when I have been dull and heavy through the week, I have 
been revived, strengthened, and directed on the Sabbath.” He ex- 
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pressed strong wishes that all the members of his congregation 
might continue in the way of the Lord ; he was particularly solici- 
tous respecting young believers. 

In conversation with two or three friends, he said, “In the late 
weak state of my body, my mind was steady and capable of con- 
templating divine truth ; when my spirit is delivered from this prison 
of clay, it shall ascend to dwell forever with the Lord.” “ Where there 
is no more sorrow,” added one, “‘ Where there is no more sin,” he 
subjoined with emphasis. “If I shall not be able to speak to you~ 
again, you must not be disheartened ; I will speak as long as I can, 
to encourage you to go onin the way of the Lord.” 

The 61st and 63d chapters of Isaiah were read, at his request, 
and the Ist Hymn, Ist part, was sung. 

In the morning of this day, when he awoke from a refreshing rest, 
at 4 o’clock, “ Welcome sweet day of rest,” were his first words. 
Thus early he commenced his labours on this Sabbath. His style 
was sublime and grand when speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ. His 
advices and admonitions, his commendations of the Saviour; his 
prayers for his friends, and for his churches; his praises for the 

oodness of the Lord, and thanksgiving, on that sacred day, ren- 
, the duties which his zeal and fidelity prompted him to ful- 
fil, very extensive and laborious. 

After this he began to decline fast; and during the followin 
days of his continuance he was very weak. Still patient an 

m, however, and always pleased to hear the promises of the 


Saviour, he would also add a word when he could. As he ap- 
proached his latter end, he relished no words but the simple word 
of God from the Bible. To Mrs. Lowe, offering him some medi- 
cine, and Ra it would relieve him, when he was in great dis- 


tress, he said “If it please the Lord.” 

In the evening of this day, “ He will not always chide,” said he, 
“ neither will he keep his anger forever.” At the time he was 
receiving some milk and water in a tea spoon, “ Whosoever drink- 
eth of the water that I shall give him, shall never thirst.” Again, 
what a mercy, “wine and milk without money and without price,” — 
the sincere milk of the word, how refreshing. 

Doctor J. H. Livingston; his former instructor in divinity, the 
day before he died, came to see him. The Doctor asked Bima if 
he should pray for him, and if he had any particular thing which 
he wished to be asked in prayer. He answered, “ Grace that I 
may persevere.” Sometime after his aged friend was gone, he 
said, “Come quickly Lord Jesus.” He improved the relief he had 
in the after part of this day in prayer, as was evident by the mo- 
tion of his eyes and hands. He turned his eyes towards a member 
of his church, and appeared desirous that this ‘person should speak 
to him. “The Lord is still with you?” He assented with his head. 
You can say “the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from allsin ?”— 
He lifted his hand as an affirmative answer.—‘ You can say the 
Lord Jesus is all and in all for your salvation.” —* O, yes,” was his 
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answer. Youcan say, “bless the Lord, O my soul?” raising his 
head and throwing out his arms, he fixed his eyes towards heaven, 
and paused in adoration. 

Wednesday, June 10th, 1618, alittle after 11 o’clock in the fore- 
noon, he quietly and calmly fell asleep in Jesus his Saviour. 

About half an hour before he expired, he clasped his uplifted 
hands, and raised his heavy eyes toward the place of his rest. He 
continued in this attitude as long as he could—his bands fell—his 
eyes closed ;—he sat in this posture till his soul took its fligit. 

The above are a few of the remarks and exercises of this chris- 
tian preacher in the latter part of his illness; the greater part of 
which were uttered in the hearing of the writer. One of bis most 
fervent ejaculations to the Lord, was, O that God would send my 
people a faithful—a faithful preacher. Pray, cease not to pray 
for at, said he to a member of his church. 

Often would he say when in much pain, O that it may be 
sanctifiéd ! 

To ayoung man, who, he had understood, wished to be employ- 
ed in the Gospel ministry, he said, “The Lord bless you, my svn, 
and make you eminently useful in his church.” 

When he had not spoken for'some days so as to be easily under- 
stood, after prayer by an aged friend, the power of “divine grace 
upon his heart enabled him to speak out distinctly ; and he com- 
menced a conversation with his friend on those subjects that were 
most interesting to him. 

The heart of this preacher of “ Christ Jesus and him crucified,” 
was so warmed with the love of the Saviour—his zeal so ardent— 
his compassion to the souls of men so great, that he appeared never 
satisfied with speaking to fellow-sinners of the great salvation 
through the blood of Jesus. And he was enabled to do this, ina 
great measure, until he joined the redeemed above, who sing the 
song of Moses, the servant of God, ane the song of the Lamb, say- 
ing, “Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God almigbty ; 
just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.” 


— a 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
OTAHEITE. 

Letters fromthe Missionaries at Eimeo, with their Journal up « 
September the 22d, 1817, have just been received ; together with 
letters from the Rev. Mr. Marsden, and other friends, in New 
South Wales. 

Mr. Marsden, in a letter dated Paramatta, May 17, 1817, says, 
“The Missionaries in the Harriet have all arrived, and shall be 
forwarded as soon as possible to the Islands. The Active is gone 
to New Zealand, but may be expected in six or seven weeks: 
there is no prospect of any opportunity before that time; they 
shall not be detained a day longer than necessary.” 
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LETTER FROM THE ISLANDS. 


Mr. Orsmond, who arrived at Eimeo in May, 1817, writes from 
Papetoai, in Eimeo, June 30, 1817. ‘Our voyage,” he says, 
“from the Colony to Eimeo, was long, but safe. ‘The field is large, 
and white ; and all I need now is prudence, perseverance, un- 
quenchable love for souls, the wisdom of the serpent. with the 
harmlessness of the dove, and the gift of the Holy Ghost. The 
brethren here are very kind, and are anxious to spead the remain- 
der of their lives in the cause of God. . 

“Tam learning the language from Mr. Nott. I have written 
three prayers in the Taheitean language, one of which Pomare 
copied as soon as he sawit. There is nothing | so much desire as 
a useful to these poor benighted people. They cry for in- 
struction; they call for our exertions; they demand the vigilant 
improvement of every minute for their eternal welfare. Soon,I 
hope, with the blessing of Jesus, to speak to them, Let us still 


share in your prayers, and we hope, while our pulses continue to - 


beat, to seek the prosperity of Zion. The natives say to me, ‘ Make 
haste, and learn our language, that you may be able to teach us.’ 
This has been said by several; indeed from the first it has con- 
tinued to ring in my ears. [ have at this moment a letter before 
me from Pomare, stating his determination to visit England. My 
dear wife is at present very ill. 

“ A little time since there was some uncommon lightning at Ta- 
heite; and the natives went to the mountains and caves, and 
brought forth the gods that had not been consumed in the fire, and 
prepared to burn them, supposing that God was angry with them 
for keepingthem at all. Conscience is a faithful monitor. Mr. 
Barff will, | hope, soon be here.” 


——<— 


Quanrerty Exrracrs, published by the American Bible Society 
m August, 1818. 


Already has the American Bible Society begun to occupy 2 station 
among the great Bible Establishments in Christendom, which 
are an ornament and a blessing to the nations which gave them birth. 
The increasing resources of this Institution, and the comparative im- 
portance of its operations, are already exciting an interest which it is 
essential to keep alive and to cherish. ‘i’o communicate to the public 
more frequent and extensive information of its proceedings, of the pa- 
tronage which it continues to receive, the coutributions to its funds, 
and the good opinion entertained of it by those societies or indivi- 
duals who are disposed to second its views and aid its efforts, ap- 
pears to be aduty incumbent on those to whom the direction of 
its concerns has been intrusted. The Managers of this Society are also 
persuaded, that a more copious-diflusion of intelligence relating to 
the progress of the Bible cause, derived from foreign as weil as do- 
mestic sources, would tend to awaken and interest the public feeling in 
its favour, and stimulate to more active exertions in promoting it. 
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American Christians, being more generally informed of the extensive 
and successful operations of kindred fnstitutions in other parts of the 
world, will feel an additional encoufagement to aid their own Na- 
tional Society, whose labours are directed to the accomplishment of 
the same grand and beneficent designs. 

Under these impressions, the Board have ordered, that a Publica- 
tion be issued every three months, which is to contain 

Ist, An account of such measures adopted by the Board during 
the preceding quarter as it may be expedient to publish : 

- An account of the contributions to the funds of the Society : 

3d. Extracts from the Reports and Correspondence of Auxiliary 
Societies: 

4th Such parts of the publications of the British and Foreign, 
and other Bible Societies, as it may be deemed useful to insert 
therein. 


The concentration under the same roof of the mechanical opera- 
tions carried on for the Society, has greatly facilitated the systematic 
conducting of its business. But though the number of presses 
employed in printing the Bibles has been increased, the demand for 
the sacred volume has considerably exceeded the means of supply- 
ing it. ‘Ten presses are now in operation for the Society, and one 
or two more will be added as soon as they can be procured. 

The following copies of the Scriptures have been printed for the 
Society during the last three months :— 

2,000 Octavo Bibles, 
4,000 Duodecimo Brevier do. 
2,000 do. Minion do. 
2,500 Octavo New Testaments, 
2,500 Brevier do. 
. 1,000 Epistles of John, in the Delaware Indian and English, 
1,000 Gospels of John, in the Mohawk and English. 


The contributions to the funds of the Society received in May, Junc, 
and July, 1818, were as follows : 
From 59 Auailiary Societies, in part for Bibles and 


New Testaments, - - . $ 7539 58 

7 Bible Societies not auriliary, do. - 763 68 
7 Charitable and Religious Societies, do. 630 25 
3 Congregational collections - - 41 80 
Sundry individuals, for Bibles and Testaments 120 24 
3 Directors for life : . : 350 00 
66 Ministers, members for life - - 1990 00 
13 other members forlife  - . - 321 25 


15 annual contributors - “ ~ 93 10 





Total in the first quarter of the third year $ 11,849 90 
——— 


For want of room, we are aay ye to reserve for our next Number the Ex- 
tracts from Reports of Auxiliary Societies, contained in the above documen! 
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The Treasurer of the American Bible Society has acknowledged the receipt of 


$ 4183 37 for the month of July, 1818: as follows, vic :— 
From the Newark Bible Society, New-Jersey—by Mr. James Crane, Treas $ 150 


New-York Female Auxiliary B. S—by Miss H. L. Murray, Treasurer + “450 
Springfield B. S. Kentucky—by Richard Cocke, Esq. Treasurer - 100 
Washington B.S. Penn.—by Thos. Hoge, Esq. Treasurer for 1817 - 100 
The same—by the same for 1818 - - - 100 
Franklin B S., Mass.—by Messrs. T. Strong, and G. Grenneil Junr. - 50 


Berkshire B. S. Mass.—by Mr. Joseph Woodbridge—their surplus revenue 140 © 
Louisiana B. 3.—by Alfred Hennen Esq. 


- 500 
Hampden B. S. Mass.—by Mr. Danl. Bontecou, Treasurer. for Bibles - 150 
Union B.S. of Burke County, Geo.—by Mr. Alexr. Carter ds. - - 150 
Vermont B. S.—by Jeduthun Loomis Esq. do. - - ,450 
Elizabethtown Aus: B. S. N. J—by Mr. D. Meeker - - 100 


Fem. Bible and Tract Soc. of Newbury 2) Mass. by Mr. A Perkins, a donation 20 


Fem. Charitable Soc. of Pomfret, Conn. —by Mrs. E. Porter do. 13 50 


Fem. Cent Soc. of Hanover, N. J. for the translations—by Mr. E. P. Swift 7 
A coll. made by Mr. J. King, of Clinton, Jones‘Co. Geo., remitted to Dr. Romeyn 14 
From a friend—inclosed to Mr. John E. Caldwell. - . - - 6§ 


And the following sums, to constitute the following Ministers members for life : 
Rev. Elnathan Walker, Pastor of tite Congregational Church in oy the 


Fem. Aux. B. S. of Cortland County, N. Y. - 30 
Rev. Alfred Bennet, Pastor of the Baptist Church in Homer—by the same 30 
Rev James Tufts, of Brattleboro’, Vt. by—thro’ Messrs. Fitch, Goodwin, & Co. 30 
Rev. Chas. W. Milton, of Newbury port,—by Females of his Society 30 


Rev. Chas. A Boardman—by Ladies of the Society of New Preston, Conn. 33 
Rev. Robt. H. Bishop, Professor of Logic and Moral Philosophy, in the Tran- 


sylvania University—by young gentlemen under his instruction —- 50 








Rev James Taylor—by the Fem. Association of Sunderland, Mass. - 30 
Rev. Benj. B. Stockton—by ladies of Skaneatiles. N.Y. - . - 30 
Rev. Ralph Emerson—by ladies of the Cong. of Norfolk, Conn. - - 30 
Rev. Levi Parsons—by Fem. Charity Soc. of Marcellus, NY. - 30 
Rev. Stephen Mason—by ladies of First Soc. in Washington County, N. Y. 32 
Rev. John Andgrson—by Fem. Soc. of Bulfaloe, Washn. County, Penn. 30 
Rev Matthe wn, of Washington Pa—by a few ladies of his congregation 30 
Also, in addition to the 20 Dolls, contributed before, for the Rev. H. Taylor, by . 
the Wiiksbarre. Fem. B. S. the further sum of - - . 10 
Also from Mr. William Ladd, of Minot, Maine, as a member for life - 30 
And from Mr. John Kdvlance. of Harlem, N. Y. his annua! subscription —- 8 
From J. E. Caldwell, Agent of the Society, ree’d by him in July for 
Bibles and New-Tcstaments sold, us follows: 
From the Marine B. S. of New-York, by Mr. N. Taylor - $ 242 
Orange B. S., N. ¥.—by Mr. C. T. Blauvelt, . - 19 57 
Elizabethtown Female B. S.—by Mr. G. C. Barber - 10 05 
Orange B.5., N. J—by Rev. Asa Hillyer - - 50 
Methodist Society —by Rev. J. Soule - - 554 50 
St. Lawrence Fem. B. S.—by Mrs. L. Rosseil to Dr. RK. - 50 
Madrid Fem. B. S.—by Mrs. R. Stone - - - 46 90 
Woodbridge Fem. B. S.—by Mrs. N. Allen - - 23 45 
New-York B. S.—by Mr. C. Heyer 102 50 
B.S. of Salem and Vicinity, an way Mr. J Stone . 113 
Sundry individuals * - - 33 90 _ 
1245 87 
——— o 
, 4183 37 


We have been infor al that the Jollowing donations have been recently receivell by ihe 
Treasurer of the General Synod, in aid of the Funds of the Theological Seminary of the 
Reformed Dutch Church :-~ 


From the Theological School Seciety of Kingston - - - §. 2h 
the Female Cent Society of Kingston —- - - - 35 
the Bergentown Female Cent Society : - - 67 50 
the Juvenile Cent Society of Bergen - - - 20 


the Female Cent Socicty of Six Mile Run in New Jersey - 35 


~~ 
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